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Thurmﬁnd ielis KGB meihpds

Spy used clout, got

By James Coates
Chicago Tribune Pms Sarvice

WASHINGTON—A Soviet bloc spy ob-
tained a Senate staff job through which
the agent passed information using. a

-code book. " Sen. Strom Thurmond [R
S.C.] has disclosed.. '

FBI discovery of the—staff mflltratmn
was _one of several breakthroughs trac-.
ing wxdespread Commumst efforts to
place agents in key  positions on House-
and- Senate staffs, 'several ‘sources told
The Tribune. - -¥~ ' .5o¥

Thurmond. rankmv Repuhhcan on tbe
Judiciary Commxttee -emerged :from a
classified briefing,. by the~F BI and made
these disclosures: .,

® David Barnett, ‘a: former Central
Intelligence Agency agent.who was in-
dicted Fnday for acting-as an espionage
agent for the Soviet KGB, tried to use
poiitical clout 'to obtain staft jobs not
only on the House and Senate intelli-
gence committees but also on the White
House’s Foreign Intelligence Oversight
Board, a Lhree-member advisory parel. -

® A defecting member of a Soviet
bloc intelligence service: told .the CIA
that *Congress was: considered a pri-
mary target of his service and that the
official had easy.access to several con-
gressional staff members both on com-
mittees and on personal staffs.”

A source close to-the mVestxgatxon
said the defel’tor came from the Roman»
ian embassy.

@ The FBI has unearthed other facts
about. Soviet infiltration that are “of the.
gravest concern touching on matters of |
far greater sxgmflcance than is publxcly
recognized at this time.” 2. = .

NU:\IEROUS INTERVIE“} with- in-
‘vestigators and others close to the situa-
‘tion disclosed that the Soviets used some

old-fashicned American political ‘clout in
at least one daring scheme to-infiltrate
“the staff responsible for evaluating co-!
vert CIA operations for senators on the
Intelligence Committee,  ~
_Thurmond refused . to~ " jdentify the
agent or the staff job successfully infil-
trated in the Senate, but one of his aides
“noted that the Bamett case may have
been typical.. “iim TR BAE e ;
- Barnett worked for the CIA'in Indone-
sia in the late 1960 and early 1970s and
specialized in ‘recruiting Soviet. person-

“.;

“tained a" job interview with three- top

_ask.for help from a congressman whom
- she. ‘had - befriended while ‘attendmv

" Barnett’s wife persuaded Rep Apdréw

nel to spy for the United States. .

: llv

‘Friday, he was indicted on charves he:

'violated .the Espionage Act by passing
‘secrets to the Soviets regarding a CIA,
‘project code-named HABRINK, which in-

telligence sources described -as'a pro-,
gram to-collect Russian spy’ manualsi

Weapous, : and other secret hardware. .
' Barnett’s defection endangered ln es,*

it was aueged

ARNETT THE Trlhune leamed oh-

staff members of the Senate Intelligence,
Committee by having his wife, Sarah,

college in Ohio 20 years ago.

Maguire [D., N.J.J to use his congres-
sional clout to obtain the interview after
Barnett had been told the commxtteea

._staff had no opepings. . -

Magmre said in a prepared statement'
that he knew Barnett was a former CIA!
agent, but had no khowledge that he waS|

"a KGB double agent—called a “mole”

spy jargon—until last April when he \vas
interviewed by the FBI about his role m
the case. .. ...

A spokesman for the Senate Intelh-
gence Committee said that Barnett was
given an interview because of \Iagulre S|
recommendation. - -

Barnett. was interviewed by Wllham
Miller, . the committee’s staff director; |
Benjamin Marshall, the committee se--
curity director; and Audrey Hatry, chxef
clerk of the panel I ’ ‘

After the interview, Miller sent a copy'
of Barnett's resume to the House Intelii-'
gence Committee with a memo at-|
tached: ““Phis fellow came in on recom-!
mendation of Rep. Maguire for an mter—i
view. 1 suggested he call you for an
mtervxew .

THURMOND SAID Fnday of Barnett i
“l am .informéd he was also recom- 1
mended by a senior congressional staff !
member” for jobs both at the House '
and the White House. :

Thurmond and other Repubhcan sena-
tors, including Sen.  Malcolm Wallop !
-[Wyo.], said they were upset that the:
Barnett case was not disclosed long ago.
" But an Intelligence Committee source’
said the fact that Barnett was a KGB
agent was told to the Senate just weeks :
after he applied for work.-in 1977. L

RSP St

.and the intelligence servxces of other-‘
- unfriendly nations. - :

eneie

- ,-\,-,“

Siaﬁ 393 .

- The CIA had learned, this source said, |
that Barnett had been recruvited by the'’
Soviet spy. agency in the early 19705,
after quitting the CIA embassy station
in Indonema in the consulate at Sura—‘
‘ba a e . e e A 5 ,,,_ -

Barnett started a busmess unpomng
rattan furniture mto the Umted States,

and apparently was - r#crmted by th‘
KGB after he ran.into fmancxal troubles. !

_ HE RFPORTEDLY was - pald up toiv
$100,000 to provide the HABRINK data !
to the Soviets and would have received .

more if he had won a congleasmnal or
White House post. - S

-~ ’

One FBI official said that Barnetr
“was not indicted until nearly. three
years after his spy activities were un-
earthed because the CIA debated for |
a long time using him as a_ ‘tripis )
agent” to feed false mformahon to the i
Sov1ets o '

Thurmond charged after his FBI bnef- !
ing, “I can say the briefing tendéd to:
‘confirm my original assessment that ths '
prosecution of the David Barnett case
was delayed inordinately for reasons |
which may have involved" polmcal fac- :
tors and consideration. - . " » ¥ (:

“While I .would “not charattenze the i
David Bamett case as merely the tip of ;

_.'I,

~the iceberg as has been suggested by.

others, I would state that far more is
still to be learned concerning the pene- |
tration of the institutions of the Ameri-
can government ‘by. Soviet- intelligenca

“In that connechon we have learned'i
recently from the defecnon of a foreign.
intelligence officer that.Congress was
consxdered the primary’ target of hxs ser-‘
vxce T hurmond saxd

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/27 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000606630007-5

Al

|
|
|




